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Luxe xrx. 41, 42.—And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept 
over it, saying, if thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the 
things that belong to thy peace ! but now they are hid from thine eyes. 


Tae character of Him who wept, and the combination of circum- 
stances that caused his weeping, throw around this scene an affecting 
tenderness which language is inadequate to describe. Christ had said 
to his disciples, Behold we go up to Jerusalem, and all things that are 
written by the prophets concerning the Son of Man, shall be accom- 
plished. For he shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be 
mocked and spitefully entreated, and spitted on: and they shall 
scourge him and put him to death: and the third day he shall rise 
again. The Savior had now come near the place of his sorrows and 
his death ; yet he seems to have forgotten the bitter cup he was so 
soon to drink ; and apparently insensible to the hosannas of the mul- 
titude, unhappy Jerusalem engrossed his attention, and awakened his 
feelings of tenderest compassion. He beheld the city, and wept over 
it. City once above all cities of the earth beloved of God—city of _ 
David—the royal city—city consecrated to God by,sacrifices—which 
hast killed so. many prophets, and hast rejected, persecuted, and art 
about to crucify the Son of,God—O that thou, even thou, at least in 
this thy day, hadst known the things that. belong to thy peace! but 
now they are hid from thine eyes. For the days shall come upoti’ 
thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass 
thee round, and keep thee in on every side; and shall lay thee even 
with the ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall not 
leave in thee one stone upon another ; because thou knewest not the 
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time of thy visitation. The historians of that age, and the present 
condition of Jerusalem, inform us how awfully these predictions were 
fulfilled. The traveller who now visits what was once the glory of 
the world, discovers little more than a pile of ruins. The marble 
towers that met the eye of the distant spectator, like mountains of 
snow reflecting the sun beams—the massive gates overlaid with pute 
gold—the hosannas of the multitude, crying, peace be within thy walls 
and prosperity within thy palaces—the smoke of the incense and burnt 
offering ascending to heaven—all is gone, and the barbarian pitches 
his tent in the city of God. How doth the city sit solitary that was 
full of people! how is she become as a widow! she that was great 
among the nations, and princess among the princes, how is she become 
tributary. She weepeth sore in the night, and her tears are on her 
cheeks ; among all her lovers she hath none to comfort her: all her 
friends have dealt treacherously with her ; they have become her ene- 
mies! And from the daughter of Zion all her beauty is departed: 
her princes are become like harts that find no pasture, and they are 
gone without strength before the pursuer. 

He beheld the city, and wept over it. The stubborn ingratitude of 
the people—the long suffering and goodness of God toward them and 
their fathers—their blindness in rejecting the things which belonged to 
their peace—the cup of their iniquity about to be filled by the cruci- 
fixion of their Lord—their certain and terrible destruction on the 
earth—their holy city burned with fire--their hopeless condition in 
the future state—reflections like these rushing together melted into 
tears the compassionate Savior. © Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which 
killest the prophets, and stonest them that are sent unto thee; how 
often would I have gathered thy children together, as a hen doth ge 
ther her brood under her wings, and ye would not! Behold your 
house is left unto desolation: and verily I say unto you, ye shall not 
see me until the time come when ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh 
in the name of the Lord. 

We proceed now to the practical application of the truths contained 
in this affecting passage. 

He beheld the city, and wept over it. 

It is not among the least degrading effects of sin, that it produces 
self-justification, even against the decisions of the understanding and 
« the convictions of conscience. The transgressor finds misery indis J 
solubly connected with sin : but not daring to charge directly on God 
unrighteousness in inflicting punishment, he creates a kind of inferior, 
but uncontrollable deity, termed Fate, or Necessity ; and thisimaginary 
being is made the author of what he calls his hopeless sufferings. 
This may seem a plausible method of relieving the character of God 





THE SINNER HIS OWN DESTROYER. 179 


from unjust imputations, but in reality it is most dishonorable to his 
character.. The doctrine that we are bound to our sins and the sor- 
rows necessarily resulting from them, either charges God with a want 
of compassion, or implies that he is not an absolute Sovereign. But 
what is this fatality, or necessity, which many plead as the ground of 
disobedience ? Does not God rule supreme in wisdom and goodness 
over all his works? Doeth he not his pleasure in the armies of hea- 
ven and among the inhabitants of the earth? When he stretcheth out 
his hand, can any turn it back? Admit the fact that the present is a 
state of suffering and trial, it is nevertheless true that all things work 
together for good to them that love God. nd it is also true that there 
is, for the vilest sinner, a way of escape from this vale of tears toa 
better country, even an heavenly. God sent not his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but that the world through him might be 
saved. He has sent forth his word, arrayed in the majesty of his own 
attributes, bearing its appeals to every want and wo, every hope and 
desire, every emotion of which the heart is susceptible. He has sent 
forth his Spirit to accompany the word—to apply its healing power, . 
and through its instrumentality to renew, and sanctify, and save. Can 
it be that, notwithstanding this exhibition of loving-kindness and ten- 
der mercy, the sinner cannot submit to God, believe, and live ? Can it 
be that God hath pleasure in the death of him that dieth ?—and can it 
be that the sinner can do nothing to inherit eternal life? Many there 
are who live and die in the neglectof duty, pleading the necessity of 
transgression, and implicitly charging the merciful God with their 
ruin. The Jews did this, and they are not alone in the guilt. There- 
fore, O thou son of man, speak unto the house of Israel ; thus shall ye 
speak, saying, if our transgressions and our sins be upon us, and we 
pine away in them, how should we then live? - Say unto them, as I 
live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wick- 
ed; but, that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn 
ye from your evil ways ; for why will ye die, O house of Israel ?—Be- 
hold ye trust in lying words that cannot profit. Will ye steal, mur- 
der, and commit adultery, and swear falsely, and burn incense unto 
Baal, and walk after other gods whom ye know not; and come and 
stand before me in this house, which is called by my name, and say, 
we are delivered to do all these abominations ?—(Jer. vii. 10.) In the 
face of such language, no sinner can pretend that there is any ne-» 
cessity for his future condemnation, except what he creates by his own 
voluntary rejection of the gospel. O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which 
killest the prophets, and stonest them that are sent unto thee; how 
often would I have gathered thy children together as a hen doth gather 
her brood under her wings, and ye would not. 'These sinners, Christ 
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himself being judge, if they would, might have been saved. Though 
thev had long enjoyed and abused the tender mercies of God—had put 
to violent death those whom he had sent on errands of love—had re- 
jected the Lord of glory, and planned a conspiracy against his inno- 
cent life ; yet, had they returned before the cup of iniquity was filled to 
overflowing, Christ would have embraced them, as the father fell on 
the neck of the prodigal son. So it is with the perishing sinner now. 
Christ has been wounded for his transgressions, and bruised for his 
iniquities. He waits long for the stubborn child to relent and return, 
and weeps when the days of hope are ended. Jesus wept; is a 

. touching and repeated expression in the scriptures ; and these tears 
of the Son of God blot out the aspersion that he desires the ruin of 
any. Spiritual and eternal death can be imputed only to impenitence 
and unbelief. The lost sinner will feel at last that he has destroyed 
himself. He will remember that there was a time, ‘when his Lord rea- 
soned with him, and made him the offer of pardon, though his sins 
were red like crimson. Oh, that thou hadst known, even thou, at least 
in this thy day, the things that belong to thy peace! 

In this thy day. 'The space for repentance allotted, through grace, 
to'sinning man, makes a distinction between our condition and that of 
sinning angels, which demands the most devout expressions of thank- 
fulness. We are prisoners of hope—they prisoners of despair. Upon 
our ears have fallen glad tidings of great joy. Through their dreary 
abodes has echoed no voice of mercy. We are permitted to lay hold 
on eternal life. They are reserved in chains, under darkness, for the 
judgment. This distinction of condition and future prospects between 
us and the fallen angels constitutes the chief value of life. The brief 
portion of our being passed in a world significantly termed the valley 
of tears, would be unimportant, if during this hand-breath of time the 
character were not formed, and the destiny fixed, for the eternity which 
lies beyond. But our everlasting welfare is suspended on the condi- 
tions of repentance and faith to be performed in the present life. This 
solemn fact is confirmed by the general and explicit declarations of 
the Bible. And now because ye have done all these works, saith the 
Lord, and I spake unto you, rising up early and speaking, but ye heard 
not; and I called you, but ye answered not: therefore will I do unto 
this house which is called by my name, wherein ye trust, and unto the 
place which I gave to you and to your fathers, as I have done to Shi- 
loh. And I will cast you out of my sight, as I have cast out all yout 
brethren, even the whole seed of Ephraim. Therefore pray not thou 
for this people, neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither make 
intercession to me: for I will not hear thee.—Though Moses and 
Samuel stood before me, yet my mind could not be towards this peo- 
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ple:—cast them out of my sight, and letthem go forth.—(Jer. vii. 16, ch. 
xv.—Ezek. xiv. 14.) It is evident also from the lamentation of Christ, 
that the hopes of impenitent men terminate at death, and even before 
in respect to some transgressors. What propriety was there in his 
weeping over Jerusalem, and expressing the earnest desire that the 
guilty people had known in their day the things that belonged to their 
peace, if they were so soon to go to heaven; or if they were ever to be 
saved? What mean those tears of the Son of God, and that exclama- 
tion of sorrow ?—Oh, that thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this 
thy day, the things that belong to thy peace! but now they are hid 
from thine eyes. 

The things that belong to thy peace. Hadst thou known, after thy 
many years of unbelief and sin, the character of Him thou hast re- 
jected, he would have protected thee from danger as a hen gathereth 
her brood underher wings. Peace which the world can neither give nor 
take away should have been thine. He whom thou hast despised, 
and art about to nail to the cross as a malefactor, should have been to 
thee as an hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the tem- 
pest; as rivers of water in a dry place; as the shadow of a great 
tock in a weary land.—(Isa. xxxiii. 2.) 

He from whose lips fell these words of pity and of terror knew their 
full import. He knew, for he gave it existence, what the soul would 
suffer, shut out forever from the light of God. He knew what bliss it 
might enjoy in the eternal kingdom of his Father. He knew what will 
be the consternation at the last day, when they that pierced him 
shall mourn, and call to the rocks and mountains to fall on them, and 
hide them from the face of him that sitteth on the throne. He knew 
what agony must rend the sinner’s heart, when his refuges of lies 
shouldbe swept away, andhe should remember that salvation was once 
urged on his acceptance with all the tenderness and patience of in- 
treaty, and his Redeemer stood weeping aud knocking at the door, but 
he would not give him entrance. Enough there was in the character 
and in the present and future condition of Jerusalem to melt the Savior 
to tears—enough to excite the compassion ofall holy beings. The God 
of their pious fathers had been wearied by their long ingratitude.. Pro: 
phets had wept, and hung their harps on the willows. Angels had 
looked down with deep anxiety on the city of God. The long ex+ 
pected Messiah had entered their temple, preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom ; but they received him not. They refused to hearken.. They 
stopped their ears, lest they should hear the law, and the words ofthe 
former prophets, Nothing could subdue them to repentance, for'they 
made their hearts, saith the scripture, like an adamant stone.» And 
now the things that belonged to their peace were hid from their eyes: 
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He who held the keys of life and death had come to weep over them 
for the last time, and to declare that they should see him no more till 
he should descend in the robes of judgment. 


We have been meditating, my friends, onthe overthrow of an ancient 
city, beautiful for situation, and the joy of the whole earth. I trust 
we have not surveyed the mighty ruins with the mere feelings of a 
traveller. We have, or should have, applied to owrselves the monitory 
instruction. We have recejved, as a nation, richer blessings than were 
ever bestowed on the inhabitants of Jerusalem. Is not our responsibility 
therefore greater? Have not we too a day in which we may know 
the things that belong to our peace? And is not this day silently and 
swiftly drawing toaclose? Are not our everlasting interests suspended 
on the conditions of obedience, to be complied with while we are stand. 
ing on the threshold of eternity ? Oh, to lose the things that belong to 
our peace !—to awake when the harvest is past, the summer ended, 
and we are not saved! And then to endure the thought forever—that 
God took no pleasure in our death—that eternal life was brought within 
our reach ; and the Savior came to our dwelling-place, and. wept over 
our unbelief, and intreated us to live, and we would not! And now 
the days of hope are ended! No more the sabbath morn ushers in its 
golden beams, inviting us to the house of God and the gate of heaven. 
No longer the voice of prayer can reach the mercy-seat. The day of 
probation is forever closed—the good things have been received—the 
door is shut—let him that is filthy be filthy still, and him that is holy 
be holy still ! 

Am I describing the condition merely of those who perished in the 
deluge—of those who fell on the plains of Admah and Zeboim—of 
those who entered not the land of promise—of those who moved to 
tears the holy Savior? Is it not true that the men of this generation, also, 
may fall short of the rest which remains for the people of God? Have 
we then estimated the value of the soul, and attentively considered 
what is necessary to salvation? Have we realized the deceitfulness of 
the heart, the allurements of temptation, and the uncertainty of life? 
Do we remember that each revolving day bears us onward one day 
nearer the anthems of heaven, or the wailings of hell—blots out one 
day from the pilgrimage of sorrow, or strikes one from the period which 
must forever close the avenues of mercy? Why should this vain 
world gain the ascendancy over us, when we must so soon sleep be- 
neath its surface? Our fathers where are they? and the prophets, do 
they live forever? A few moments more, and where are we? Gone to 
that eternity on the borders of which we already stand. Who then 
has obtained the Christian hope? Be ye steadfast, for the crown of life 
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is athand. Who is still living without hope, and without God in the 
world? Lay hold on eternal life while it is called to-day, for the night 
cometh wherein no man can work. Waste no time in objecting that 
itis a difficult thing to be saved.. When will the path of life be easier 
of access ? Is it not also a difficult thing to be lost ? God has hedged up 
the entrance into the broad way by promises and intreaties ; by prohi- 
bitions and penalties; by the prayers and effortsof Christians; by the 
strivings of his Spirit, the checks of conscience, and the love of Christ. 
If you perish, you must force your way through all these barriers. 
Desist, then, from the unnatural work of self-destruction, and enter 
immediately on the work of salvation—for to-morrow may be too late. 
“He who delays repentance a single day, has one day more to repent 
of, and one day less to repent in.” When the sinner is not far from 
the kingdom of God, a few moments of indecision may cost him 
death eternal. 

Lay hold, then, on eternal life while it is called to-day, lest the hour 
of mercy glideaway, and your eternal doom be written beneath that of 
Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Jerusalem ; and the compassionate Savior 
looking down shall say; “Oh that thou hadst known, even thou, at 
least in this thy day, the things that belong to thy peace! but now 
they are hid from thine eyes.” 





“Unhappy city ! hadst thou known— 
Then were thy peace secure ; 
But now the day of grace is gone, 
And thy destruction sure.” 


And can mine eyes, without a tear, 
A weeping Saviour see ? 

Shall I not weep his groans to hear, 
Who groan’d and died for me ? 


Blest Jesus, let those tears of thine 
Subdue each stubborn foe ; 

Come, fill my heart with love divine, 
And bid my sorrows flow. 





SERMON CLXXXIX. 





By Rev. WORTHINGTON SMITH, 


ST. ALBANS, VERMONT. 





RESISTING THE HOLY GHOST. 


Acts vit. 51. Ye stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always 
resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye. 


Te metaphors employed in this passage are too obvious in their 
import to justify much comment. The phrase, “stiff-necked,” is sug- 
gested by the obstinacy of the bullock, when first subject2d to the 
yoke : unaccustomed to obedience, and impatient of restraint, he heeds 
neither the caresses nor the goadings of his master. In the text, the 
phrase is employed to indicate the natural frowardness and contumacy 
of sinners under divine dispensations. God employs various methods 
to bring men to obedience. He instructs, he commands, he intreats, 
he threatens: the agency of nature and providence, of the word and 
Spirit, is enlisted, fo turn them frem their idols to God ; but sinners 
disregard all, and walk, each oue, after the promptings of his own 
hard and impenitent heart. 

Again, this same class of persons are styled “uncircumcised in heart 
and ears.” Circumcision was the ancient symbol of a holy heart—of 
a conscience purified from dead works. In this solemn rite, the saints 
of the former dispensation recognised not only the seal that confirmed 
their title to the promises of the covenant, but also the evidence of 
their reconciliation, through the washing of regeneration and the 
renewing of the Holy Ghost. A circumcised heart, then, is a heart 
sanctified from sin—a heart once wayward and perverse, but now 
restored, with its affections and powers, to the Great Spirit above, 
from whom is our life. ‘The ears-are circumcised when the undet- 
standing and reason, and all the inlets of knowledge, are made sub- 
servient to the growth of that new life within, which is after God in 
righteousness and holiness. But those addressed. by the apostle are, 
in both these senses, uncircumcised); their “ hearts are alienated from 
God by wicked works;”:“ sin reigns in their members;” “ they know 
not God, and obey not the gospelof our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

The description contained in the text demands of the preacher an 
extensive application. He is to carry it home to all’ men, and men of 
all times, who are favored with the overtures of mercy, but, like the 
unbelieving Jews, reject these overtures, and strive to counteract the 
means employcd for their salvation. In an eminent.sense is he to urge 
it upon the consideration of those multitudes around him, who enjoy 
the stated ministrations of the gospel, but pass on, from Sabbath to 
Sabbath, without hope and without God in the world. For a per- 
petual and solemn warning to all such, it is written—“ Ye stiff-necked 
and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy 
Ghost.” These words suggest several important inquiries, which 
merit the serious consideration of all the,impenitent. 

I. Who is the person mentioned in the text as slighted and dis- 
Jhozored ? 
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Let it then be considered that it is not simply a ¢hing, whether attri- 
bute or influence,—but an Agent—a living, conscious ageut,—against 
whom the sinner is arrayed. It isa Being who has a source of in- 
fluence in himself; and an influence suited to control.and govern, not 
irrational, but intellectual and moral creatures: the name by which he 
is known, is the “ Holy Ghost.” .The office which he sustains in the 
moral economy of the world, is that of teacher, sanctifier, comforter. 
The honors which he claims are those that belong to the uncreated 
God. ‘The enterprise in which he is engaged in this world, is that of 
“destroying the works of the devil,” (the crimes and the miseries with 
which he has desolated the earth,) by “reconciling the world unto 
God by Jesus Christ,” and elevating “to the riches of the glory of 
the heavenly inheritance” a multitude which no man can number. 
It is the same Holy Ghost, by whom holy men, under the former dis- 
pensation, uttered the law and the prophecies; the same Spirit of trath 
who taught the apostles “all things whutsoever they should speak;” 
the Holy One into whom the disciples were to be baptized, and. from 
whom they received a witness, “whereby they might know all things;” 
the Being whom sinners in ancient times provoked and grieved, and 
thus exposed themselves to the wrath of God; that perfect Being, to 
avenge whose slighted honor all the attributes of the Eternal are 
awake. “ Whoso speaketh a.word against the Holy Ghost hath no 
forgiveness, neither in. this world, nor in the world to come.” 'This 
isthe Being presented in the text, as meeting with the resistance of 
sinful men—and resistance while executing the gracious design, of 
reconciling the world uuto himself. 

Il. What is it to resist the Holy Ghost ? 

When our Savior left the earth, to resume that glory which he had 
with the Father before the world was, he committed the destinies of 
his kingdom among men to the Spirit of Promise,, On the day of 
Pentecost, the divine personage took the precious trust into his hands, 
and began to build the new, heavens and new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness. An alienated and lost. world was to be reclaimed and 
saved ; and all this effected by an influence that should proceed from 
him. The image of the earthly was to be destroyed, and the image 
of the heavenly impressed on the spirits of men; hence, a rigorous and 
protracted agency-——an agency, adequate to the wants, and compatible 
with the, laws, of our moral being—was to be exerted, and exerted 
through all time. "The nature of this influence, and the mode of apply- 
ing it, may not, be, in all respects, intelligible to us. ‘“ The wind 
bloweth where it listeth, and; thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst 
not tell whence it cometh, nor whither it goeth: so is every one that 
is born of the Spirit.” But though we may not understand. all that 
is done in “quickening those who were dead in trespasses and sins,” 
nor how it .is done; still, there is an influence exerted for this end, of 
which men, are clearly conscious; and this influence, the word of 
God teaches us, has its source in him. Mind and ‘Spirit, as all admit, 
are exempt from the action of brute force, being made subject only to 
the laws of intelligence;and conscience. , Whatever mediate and re- 
deeming influence then the Spirit exerts upon man, must be through 
the truth. And jit is. noticeable that one of the appellations he bears is, 
the Spirit of Truth; the Source of Truth ; the Revealer of Truth ; the 

ing who, working by and in the,truth, carries forward the renewing 
Process.in the hearts of men. Here, now, is an influence that may be 
seen and felt; an influence that always attends the truth of God as it 
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citeulates in the world, or is transmitted to rising generations; an influ- 
ence, without which no true faith is exercised ; and, finally, an influence 
incessantly operating for the salvation of the world. Resistance, then, 
is offered to the Holy Ghost, when an attempt is made to circumscribe 
or to defeat the influence of his word. By an attempt to stay its progress 
in the earth, or to counteract its tendencies on our own hearts, then, we 
are chargeable with the act for which the unbelieving Jews were con- 
demned. And here let it be noticed, that the word resistance involves 
the idea of design, intention. We may hinder or prevent the execu- 
tion of some design through ignorance, or from inability to do other- 
wise; but in order to resist, in the proper sense of the word, there 
must be a consciousness of aim and intent, and a desire, or at least 
willingness, to succeed in our aim. All this is involved in the term 
employed in the text. Sinners not only hinder the work of the Holy 
Spirit on the heart, but they resist it: they are not only willing that 
his gracious designs should be defeated, but they choose it. This 
leads us to consider, . 

Ill. The fact, that the impenitent do, in various forms, resist the 
Holy Ghost. 

We have seen that He who is styled “the Spirit of 'Truth,” is en- 
Fesed in the execution of a great and god-like design among men. 

e is abroad on an errand of mercy, seeking “ to lead the blind by a 
way which they know not ;” to gather up a dispersed flock, and restore 
them “to the Shepherd and Bishop of souls.” ‘To effect this object, 
he labors with assiduity ; shedding forth, at all times and in all places, 
an influence on the minds of men,—an influence wisely adapted to 
the capabilities of men ; and which, if not counteracted by human per- 
verseness, would make all men wise unto salvation. But this influence 
encounters an opposition in every impenitent heart; and an opposition 
which, in a vast multitude of cases, never subsides, never relaxes. “ Ye 
do always resist the Holy Ghost.” My object now will be to point 
out some of the various forms in which this resistance is exhibited. 

1. Men resist the Holy Ghost when they attempt to stifle the con- 
victions of conscience. 

Man is a moral being,—a being living under a moral law, and 
destined to a tribunal where every work shall be brought into judg- 
ment for the conviction or acquittal of its author. Hence, in the cor- 
stitution of such a being, conscience, an intuitive perception of the 
nature of actions, considered as right or wrong,—conscience, coll- 
manding us to pursue whatever is good, and sternly rebuking all 
conformity to evil,—must have a place. Deprive man of this distinc- 
tive attribute, and you incapacitate him for the great moral end for 
which he was created; you extinguish his relation to that spiritual 
world, of which he was designed to form a constituent part: yes, 
divest man of conscience, and no other gifts or advantages he may pos 
sess can fill the chasm, and re-unite him to that elevated race who 
were made in the image of God. Conscience, then, is an elementary 
part of our being.’ As a teacher, its voice is heard in early childhood: 
its checks and monitions are felt through all the temptations and 
sins of life. As witness for God, it confronts us with the record of 
our crimes: as our judge, it brings the whole world in, guilty before 
God. This endowment of a rational soul can never be obliterated. 
It may for a time be obscured, but it can never. be extinguished. It 
will adhere to the soul in its passage into the world of spirits ; and, 0 
that world of retribution, it will be to the righteous the voice of 
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whispering thoughts of peace to their souls; but to the wicked, “the 
worm that never dies.” _ 

The voice of conscience, then, is nothing less than the voice of the 
Holy Ghost speaking within us, and warning us to choose the good, 
and to refrain from the evil. When conscience says to the sinner, 
“do not this abominable thing, for it is wrong, and God hates it,” it 
is the voice of the Holy Ghost that he hears. When conscience says 
to him, “break off thy sins by righteousness, and put away evil from 
thy heart,” it is still the voice of the Holy Ghost reproving the world 
of sin and righteousness and judgment. When conscience spreads the 
record of his sins before him, and rolls the burden of guilt upon his 
soul; what is it but the voice of the Holy Ghost warning him to flee 
from the wrath to come? And now, does the sinner harden his heart 
against the monitory voice within? does he turn away his eye “from 
this blazing record of his guilt? What is it all but resistance of the 
benevolent work of the Spirit? Is it his daily employment to administer 
some opiate to his troubled conscience ; to obscure his_vision with the 
mists of error; or to thrust business or pleasure between himself and 
the dread tribunal? What is it but an illustration of the fact, that the 
impenitent do always resist the Holy Ghost ? 5 

2. We resist the Holy Ghost when we disregard the dictates of 
prudence. 

As conscience is the appointed guardian of our morals, so does 
prudence watch over our true interests. The first teaches us to regard 
what is right and just; and the second instructs us to pursue those 
things which make for our peace. They are both the endowments of 
the same holy and merciful God, who would have all men become 
holy and happy like himself. Now, the Scriptures teach us, that 
“God will forsake those who forsake him ;” that “there is no peace to 
the wicked ;” that “ they shall be driven away in their wickedness ;” 
that “they shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord and the glory of his power.” And God has 
endowed our natures with a conservative principle, to protect us from 
those intolerable evils to which the sinner is exposed. This endow- 
ment the word of God denominates prudence. “Wisdom dwell 
with prudence.” “The prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth 
himself.” - This forecast of the mind is one of the gifts of God ; and; 
enlightened and instructed by the Holy Spirit, it becomes an import- 
ant instrument of thé salvation of men. Prudence draws her lessons 
from the recorded instructions of the Holy Ghost, and reads them*in 
the ears of the sinner. Her language is—“Soul, thou hast destroyed 
thyself! Thou hast made the infinite and eternal God thy foe. Thou 
hast sacrificed thy peace for this world, and treasured up for thyself 
wrath against the day of wrath: but God, who is rich in mercy, hath 
sent his own Son into the world to save sinners, even the very chief. 
Now, therefore, why will you die? "Turn, Oh! turn to the stronghold, 
thou prisoner of hope. Escape for thy life ; look not behind thee, 
neither stay thou in all the plain: escape to the mountain, lest thou be 
consumed.” Such is the voice of prudence, the guardian of man’s 
interests for time and eternity. ‘With such arguments does the Holy 
Spirit teach her to address the sinner, if, peradventure, he may turn 
unto God and live. But hoW are these lessons regarded by man- 
kind? Do they erage around, and take their seats at the feet of 
this heavenly teacher, and receive the word of wisdom from his lips ? 
No. "They turn away from his instructions ; they stop their ears and 
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brace their hearts against his counsels and warnings, and rush forward 
to their destruction. Sinners listen to the teachings of prudence when 
she discourses on things of time; when she points out the way to 
wealtl: and long life, to riches and honors, she never fails of an audi- 
ence. But when she opens the Book of God, and discourses on sin 
and holiness, and spreads before the eye hell and its miseries, and 
heaven with its glories, and would fain take the sinner by the band 
and lead him to the cross, and thence on to heaven,—many, very many, 
ate grieved, and go away sorrowful. Thus, again, is the Holy Spirit 
resisted, by the neglect or contempt with which sinners treat the 
counsels of prudence. 
3. The Holy Spirit is resisted when the means of grace are neglected, 
In the enterprise of reclaiming the world unto himself, God treats 
amas a free and rational being,—free, because unconstrained,—and 
rational, because subject to the government of motives addressed to 
reason. Hence, means adapted to set motives in an impressive 
light before the mind, are constantly employed to lead sinners to re- 
pentauce. The word of God, supplied with its high and authoritative 
sanctions, is published and sent forth into the world; the Sabbath is 
consecrated for a,day of rest to the body, and of holy employment for 
the mind; the Ofiristian ministry is instituted ; hours for prayer and 
religious instruction are interspersed through the toils and distractions 
of the week ; and churches are planted, i made fountains of. a holy 
influence to be sent forth for the regeneration of the world. Now, all 
these are so many agencies in the hands of the eternal Spirit, that are 
brought to bear on the conscience and the heart of the impenitent sin- 
ner: and these agencies are always operating. A man can hardly 
pass through a day of his life, or an hour of the day, without encoun- 
tering the means of grace in some of their multiplied forms: and these 
meaus are all wisely adapted to secure the end sought—the restoration 
of the soul to God and to peace. Indeed, we can conceive of no 
means better adapted, or so well adapted, to make the sinner what he 
should be—the friend of God and a fit subject for heaven—as those 
which the Spirit employs. _ And, moreover, this result would always 
follow the application of these means, did they act on a pliant and 
Yielding heart, and had they no opposition to encounter. But, by the 
impenitent the means are all resisted, as often as they are encountered, 
and resisted to the degree that is necessary to defeat their appropriate 
effect. The sinner counteracts the influence which the Holy Spirit 
would exert by such means—first, by withdrawing as much as possible 
from the sphere of their influence.. Is the Sabbath designed as a 
means of grace?—the sinner defeats this design when he gives his 
soul no Sabbath, but dooms it te perpetual toil, or wastes the precious 
hours of the day in sloth, or profanes them with folly and sin. Is the 
preaching of the gospel, the prayer meeting, the counsel of the pious, 
among the appointed means of grace?—but this influence, too, is all 
defeated, if the sinner avoid a preached gospel, and shun the place of 
prayer, and iuterdict all intercourse between himself and the friends 
of his soul. : 
But again, the sinner may come within the sphere of this influence: 
he may sit before God as his people sit, and yet resist, even in a higher 
sense resist, the influence of appointed means. The Bible unfolds ber 
inspired page before him; the Sabbath,spreads her holy. scenes around 
him, and invites to solemn reflection; the servant of God appears with 
his. message fresh from the living fountains of truth, and discourses to 
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him of sin and all our wo, or rehearses the story of redeeming love, 
and speaks of pardon and redemption through Christ; the warm en- 
treaties of the pious fall upon his ear; and around him ascend the 
fervent aspirations to God in his behalf. In the midst of such scenes, 
and abreast of such influences, does many a sinner place himself; and 
yet his heart remains hard and impenitent; and his soul all the while 
is treasuring up wrath against the day of wrath! 

4, Sinners resist the Holy Ghost when they make lies their refuge. 

The language of inspiration is, that the regenerate “are begotien 
through the gospel ;”—“are born again, not of corruptible seed, but o 
incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth forever. 
It is “the word engrafted, that is able to save our souls;”-—“the word 
of the Spirit is the word of God.” All these declarations indicate the, 
necessity of an agency in the matter of regeneration, that is connected 
with God’s revealed truth. This truth must be honored in saving 
sinners. It must be believed, or the sinner be condemned. The truth, 
then, is the instrament by which the world is to be reconciled to God. 
This is the sword, by which the Spirit, as a mighty conqueror, assails 
the hearts of his enemies, and makes his way from conquest to con- 
quest. Hence, if we would invite the influences of the Spirit, and 
co-operate with him in building up God’s kingdom in our hearts, we 
must honor his truth, by receiving it. But what multitudes in gospel 
lands wilfully shut their eyes against the true light—reject and despise 
the truth that can alone make wise unto salvation—and make lies 
their refuge! And how do “they grieve and ver the Holy One” by 
this abuse of light and privilege—how inevitably do they shut them- 
selv2s out from his reclaimiig influence, by annihilating the only 
medium through which this influence is ever exerted—and how as- 
suredly will perseverance in tlis career of darkness and guilt precipi- 
tate the soul into eternal sorro-r! ; 

Did time permit, I would mention other modes of resisting the Holy 
Ghost. As illustrations of this resistance, I would point you to the 

iddy youth, who hopes, amid scenes of merriment and vice, to secure 
imself against the strivings of the Spirit; to the enslaved worldling, 
who makes gold his idol, and drowns his soul in the cares of the world 
and the pursuit of riches ; to him who calumniates revivals of religion, 
and thereby dishonors the work of the Spirit; to him who mocks when 
God visits the world with his plagues, and covers the nations with sack- 
cloth; to the drunkard, the profane man, and the scoffer, who defy 
God’s wrath as they contemn his mercy, and to whom is reserved the 
blackness of darkness forever ! 

But I proceed to inquire, 

IV. At what times do sinners resist the Holy Ghost? 

Doubtless, they resist more at some times than at others. There 
are seasons, so to speak, of concentrated action of the Holy Ghost; 
and at such times the resistance must be increased, or the, heart would 
yield to the influence applied. But, waiving this for the present, we 
may say, that the resistance of the natural heart to the Spirit is pro- 
tracted and habitual. “Ye do always resist the Holy Ghost.” The 
Impenitent sinner not only resists in all the variety of forms in which 
the Spirit assails,—suiting the defence to the nature of the attack, 
—but he resists with an unremitting effort. His thoughts are never 
“thoughts of peace” toward God.’ ‘There is no period when he really 
and earnestly resolves to put an end to this strife, wicked and perilous 
en his part, and yield himself up to the new-creating influence of the 





190 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


Holy Spirit. In early childhood, even in the first dawn of reason and 


conscience in the soul, the work of the Spirit begins; even then his 
voice is heard in the soft accents of persuasion, saying, “ Hearken now 
unto me, O ye children: yea, blessed are they that keep my ways.” 
In the rough, the wild, and oftentimes guilty, career of youth, the same 
voice is heard, saying, “ Remember now thy Creator in the days of 
thy youth.” As age advances, and the toils and sorrows of life mul- 
tiply, the same friendly voice is still heard, crying from the “high 
places, by the way,” “at the entry of the city,” “at the coming in of 
the doors,” and saying, “ Unto you, O men, I call, and my voice is to 
the sons of men.” But when the Spirit’s work begins, then also be- 
gins the resistance of the sinner. As he draws “ with bands of love,” 
sinners resist with a hard and impenitent heart. As he pursues his 
work of reclaiming, they pursue theirs of resisting. ‘ Ye do always 
resist the Holy Ghost.” Yes, the child resists; the youth resists; the 
middle aged sinner, at the head of his family, resists; the aged sinner, 
stumbling on the dark mountains of death, even he resists that Spirit 
who would make the everlasting God his friend and his portion! In 
health and in sickness, in prosperity and in affliction, through life, and 
even in the final throes of dissolving nature, the sinner resists the 
Being that would raise his soul to a dwelling with God ! 

V..To what degree do sinners resist the Holy Ghost ? 

The true answer is,—to a degree proportioned to the influence 
exerted upon them. ‘This influence varies in its power at different 
periods :—at one time, it is comparatively feeble ; and at another, truth 
and providence are made to combine and concentrate their forces so 
as to act with great intensity on the heart; but as the outward in- 
fluence varies, so does the resisting force within. Survey the history 
of any sinner who was born and educated in a gospel land, and see how 
it confirms the fact we have stated. In his childhood, he was placed 
under the influence of parental instruction—of Sabbath schools—of 
divine ordinances—and of revivals: but they failed at the first to win 
his soul toGod. He has grown up in the midst of these scenes, and 
every day encountered their influence; and, alas! resisted with com- 
plete success. At times, the encounter has been sharp and painful. 
Truth has stolen upon him unawares, and seized upon his mind; the 
Almighty has met him in the judgments of his providence, pouring 
contempt upon his idols, and scattering his hopes to the winds; con- 
science, too, an accusing spirit, has gone up to lay the record of his 
crimes before the judgment seat: and truly his soul is in great extremi- 
ties,—fear and anguish have taken hold upon him. But that hour 
of darkness is gone: it has come and gone again, and the heart is still 
kept from God. The sinner still resists; and, for any thing we can 
promise, he will continue to resist till these influences are forever 
withdrawn :—for, surely, if these blessed influences cannot overcome 
the yielding nature of childhood, if they cannot succeed with the 
generous sympathies of youth, what hope can be indulged of their 
success when encountered by the iron sternness of manhood or the 
morbid apathy of old age! 

Thus it is, that impenitent sinners resist the Holy Ghost, and always 
resist—yea, resist to the degree that is necessary to repel the hnwpsling 
influences. With vast multitudes, this unnatural and perilous strife 
is prolonged through life; and finally they win—win damnation to 
their souls ! : 

From our subject, we learn 
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1. The extent of human depravity. The resistance which the 
Holy Spirit has to encounter, is man’s nature—man’s will excited into 
opposition to God. This resistance is a real and most earnest one; 
it is habitual ; it listens not to truth or interest, to authority or to love; 
itis armed with fearful strength ; it is prolonged for years; and, ina 







































of vast multitude of cases, it will be sustained forever. Look at this fact, 
ul- sinner, and then decide on your own moral character. It surely is not 
igh necessary that J should apply to you the odious language—totally 
r of depraved ; but I do say, look at the fact which has been spread before 
$ to you—a fact which belongs to human nature—-to yourself, as well as 
be- to others—and then decide this matter as you can. m 
ve,” 2. The malignity of sin. Be it total or limited in its sway over 
his impenitent hearts, it surely wears a most fearful aspect. It is opposition 
ays to the great and glorious God, whose presence fills heaven with love 
the and praise, and whose loving kindness is over all his works. It is the 
ner, heart in arms against truth and duty—against personal interest and 
pirit the general good. It is the soul “ resistiig the Spirit of all grace,” and 
In resisting him in his very efforts to rescue that soul from endless ruin, 
and and restore it to the family and the bosom of God. O sinner, what a 
the dark and fearful spirit reigns in your heart! How surely the work of 
death is going on within you! How —— the probability, that 
you will at last be brought down to hell, and there feel the gnawings 
ence of the worm that never dies ! 
rent 3. Sinners, in a greater or less degree, are always under the strivings 
ruth of the Spirit. It is a common excuse with sinners for remaining im- 
eS SO penitent, that they have never been “ moved upon by the Holy Ghost.” 
1 in- They are waiting for the Spirit to strive with them ; and intend to avail 
story themselves of such an occasion, and make their peace with God. But 
how what does the text say, even of the class to which you belong? 
aced “ Ye do always resist the Holy Ghost.” And how can the Holy 
s—of Ghost be resisted, and always resisted, if he is not attempting and 
) wil always attempting to restore the soul to God? There is not then a 
, and sinner in this wide world, whom the gospel has reached, but is now and 
com- at all times resisting the Holy Ghost. These strivings, then, fel- 
inful. low-sinners, are not to be waited for : you have always had them, you 
; the have them now: and the very excuse you have uttered is one of the 
uring modes in which you are resisting them. And we know not that the 
con- Holy Spirit will ever bring a higher influence to act upon you, than is 
f his acting at this moment. All the blaze of light and power of motive 
remi- that can be drawn from that book which God has said “is able to oa 
hour make wise unto salvation,” is at this moment beaming upon your soul. 
s still And the spirit of prophecy has not said—no angel has whispered it— 
e can that you shall ever have more. “ If they hear not Moses and the pro- 
revel phets, neither will they be persuaded though one rose from the dead.” 
rcome 4. The Holy Ghost is a most.gracious and condescending Spirit. 
h the How like a tender father he pleads and labors with sinners to make 
- their them good and happy! How patient under neglects and abuses! He 
yr the ls resisted, but he still strives. Sinners labor to defeat his generous 
designs, but he does not abandon his work. The impenitent say unto 
lways him, “ Depart from us, for we desire not the knowledge of thy ways ;” 
bow. but his reply is, Oh that they were wise, that they would consider, 
“ne that they would think of their latter end! Surely, if sinners perish, 
ion to 


it will not be because there was none to care for their souls. Oh, if 
they die in their sins, how solemn will be their final meeting with 
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‘. that blessed Spirit, whohas soJong labored ‘for their good, but'whom 

they have so often resisted and grieved! | a. * 

' §. Sinners while in a State of nature are growing no better. We 
say this on the authority of our-text, understanding the apostle here to 
assert a fact that belongs to human nature in its original state, and 
of ‘course belongs to all men that are not “ born of the Spirit.” Now © 
concerning man in this state, his declaration is, that he resists, always 
resists, the Holy Ghost. And surely, therecan be ho moral good if | 
this opposition to the Spirit. The heart that cherishes it, or is the) 
seat of it, can for the time being cherish nothing of which God ap | 
proves. “ Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet waters 
and bitter?” It is, indeed, most freely admitted, that sinners in a state) 
of nature, may have a deep sense of their criminality before God, and 
be the subjects of great inward distress and alarm. This is in ac 
cordance with the apostle’s experience, “ When the commandme 
came, sin revived, and I died.” But all this is compatible with thi 
resistance to the Spirit whichis described in the text. Nay more, thi 
conviction of sin, and this distress and alarm, are the proper fruits 
this resistance. They are an important evidence of the fact, that th 
heart is unreconciled to God. Of man im a state of nature it 
written, “ Ye do always resist the Holy Ghost.” ‘This is their choset 
and their daily employment. This resistance risés in proportion t@ 
the force with which the Spirit acts upon their consciences. Hence; 
so far from abating, it is more active in the heart of the awakened that 
in those of stupid sinners. It is then delusion—philosophy witho 
scripture or fact—to imagive that uuregenerate sinners are securin 
step by step an interest in the divine favor. Rather would 

say to the awakened, but unrenewed soul, in the language of ow 
text, “ Ye stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye d 
always resist the Holy Ghost.” 

6. We learn what is the first step to a reconciliation with Giod. 
approach, we have seen, is made to this state, while the sinner con 
tinues to resist. His resistance is his ruin—it is the barrier be 
tween God and his soul. It repels, and must forever repel; it cz 
never attract: your first duty then, fellow-sinner, is to cease yot 
resistance. Your first step, and the only step required towards 
reconciliation, is to put an end to that strife which has long separate 
you from God. It is a most unnatural, inglorious, and perilous strife 
It is the opposition of a child to its parent—of the creature to his Ge 
—of the Jost sinner to his gracious Deliverer. This controve 
sinner, is all your own: God has no part in it: the Holy Ghos 
approaches you only in love : it is you that resist. Stop then where yot 
are, and for once honor yourself, while you honor your God, in sur 
rendering to infinite love. It is right that you should do this. Peace 
and conscience require it of you. Angels and men who have wi 
nessed this mortal and ungrateful opposition require it of you. Th 
great God requires it of you. And, sinner, you must surrender ¢ 
the Holy Ghost, or find no forgiveness, either in this world or in th 
world to come. “As though God did beseech you by us, we praj 
you, in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.” a 








